TESOL PP104

Vocabulary/Grammar

LESSON PLAN

Instructional Goal:

The student of ESL RD101, a beginning English as a Second Language vocabulary/reading course, will demonstrate correct reading comprehension by responding to a set of questions relating to an assigned paragraph reading and which focuses on vocabulary in context, main idea,  topic sentence, supporting details,  sentence relationships, and related grammar structures.

Terminal Goal:

Given access to WebCT, the course management system used at Montgomery College, via individual computer terminals, the student of RD101 will individually study and practice the pre-reading vocabulary online and then read an online paragraph followed by grammar recognition exercises.  Accomplishing this, the student will then work within a group of two to answer questions about the reading that are available via WebCT’s quiz facility.  Students will have two attempts to achieve 100%.  Attempts and all scores are recorded by WebCT.  

Objective:

The objective is to have students recognize and learn each other’s effective reading strategies in identifying main ideas, topic sentences, supporting details, transitional relationships within and between sentences, patterns of organization, and vocabulary in context.
Description of Student Audience

RD101 is the initial reading course at Montgomery College, a community college in Rockville, MD.  Students have placed into this class via Accuplacer LOEP. In addition, students take a diagnostic test on the first day of class to be able to “test out” of that level.  They work full-time with limited time for study but want to complete the ESL program in order to pursue academic studies.  

Length of Lesson:  one hour

Content to be covered:

1.  F2F explanation of exercise (directions written on board) with appropriate grammar introduction

2.  Pre-vocabulary study and practice for words that cannot be construed from the reading context

3.  Grammar pattern recognition found in reading

4.  Collaborative reading exercise, using WebCT’s quiz facility in groups of two    

     Access of  WebCT’s quiz facility to answer a set of questions:


Determine vocabulary in context


Discuss questions on reading content 


Discuss patterns of organization, supporting details, topic sentences, transitional relationships

Web Tools used in the Lesson

This particular instructional activity is centered around the ability of the software program, Hot Potatoes, to create and link a set of pre-vocabulary exercises to a reading passage, and then be deployed and integrated  into the course management system, WebCT, using its quiz/exercise capability to extend the exercise activity into a seamlessly employed instructional activity.

Tools used: Hot Potatoes, Dreamweaver, WebCT, Script-O!, Interactive Exercise Makers

Access to lesson: 

1. http://webct.montgomerycollege.edu
2. logon id: 

3. password: 

4. course: RD-101-405

5. from left menu, chose Vocab & Grammar


a. Reading 4 uses Hot Potatoes, Dreamweaver, WebCT’s quiz facility


b. Reading 5 uses Hot Potatoes, Interactive Exercise Makers (edited with Dreamweaver), and 
 

WebCT’s quiz facility


c. Reading 6 uses Hot Potatoes, Script-O!, and WebCT’s quiz facility  

6. WebCT quiz is on the left menu under Survey & Quizzes

Teaching/Learning Strategies Employed

Dick, Carey, and Carey (2005) indicate that an instructional strategy comprises both an outline of the content that signifies the sequencing and clustering and a consideration of how external teaching activities support internal mental processes of learning as reflected in Gagne’s nine events of instruction.  Roblyer (2004) also proposes that by using Gagne’s nine events, educators can determine where software fits in the instructional process.  

This particular instructional activity will begin gaining attention (Gagne’s event 1) with a convening to the computer laboratory, logging into WebCT, and with the instructor introducing the activity and grammar.  This is a new activity for the students and should engage their attention.  During the introduction, the instructor will inform the students of the objective of the lesson (Gagne’s event 2) as well as provide the directions and a list of steps that they are to follow.  This introduction will encompass a review of previous learning that included identifying the main idea, recognizing supporting details, and determining relationships in paragraph readings (Gagne’s event 3). With the given steps, students will know which Hot Potatoes exercise to begin with (Gagne’s event 4), giving them pre-reading vocabulary that cannot be discerned within the reading context , and which links to the next Hot Potatoes drill and practice exercise (directed learning) to study this vocabulary (Gagne’s event 6).  Hot Potatoes provides feedback, scores, and the ability to redo the exercise (Gagne’s event 7).  This exercise then links to the web page exercise that contains the reading passage with a grammar exercise.  Students are to read this and perform the grammar exercise individually. When finished, they are to form their groups in order to confer, discuss, and answer questions (constructive learning) set up in WebCT’s quiz facility (Gagne’s event 6), using the second file provided.  This quiz provides extensive feedback and performance scores for the students and allows them to discuss the responses and retake the quiz to achieve 100% (Gagne’s event 7).   Learning guidance by the instructor (Gagne’s event 5) will be provided throughout the activity although it will be limited to clarification of the activity or content hints.  WebCT’s quiz facility provides for the recording of scores each time the students take the quiz.  For each attempt, the instructor is able to see what questions have been missed and how they were answered (Gagne’s event 8).  After the exercise, the instructor will discuss the readings with the students, probing for reading comprehension and enhancing retention and transfer of the specific reading skills (Gagne’s event 9).  
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