Level: High intermediate

Skill: Listening and reading

Goal: Develop academic vocabulary and assessment of  previously taught grammar 

Objective: The student will be able to use the highlighted vocabulary productively and will be able to demonstrate their knowledge of various past tense forms which have been previously studied. 

Activation of background information, past tense grammar and potential vocabulary:

Have the students each create a paper airplane from folding one sheet of paper. The instructor should have one already folded as an example. Have the student have a contest to see whose plane flies the farthest. Have the students measure the distance. 

Students will be shown the picture below on an overhead or with use of an LCD.

Students will be asked to discuss in groups of three or four what they already know about the first airplane flights. They will report back to the group.


Source: http://www.aero-web.org/history/wright/wright.htm

Listening Practice and Vocabulary Discovery:

Students will use computers and headphones to individually listen to the Quia listening task and answer the accompanying questions.

Technology at Work
http://www.quia.com/sh/30920.html
Discussion of vocabulary discovery questions 

In groups of 3 or 4 have the students discuss which previously discussed vocabulary discovery strategies they could have used. 

( You could also introduce a new vocabulary discovery strategy prior to the listening task)

Strategies might include:

Guessing in context by use of other clue words in the text.

Determining part of speech through location in the sentence.

Guessing meaning of affixes.

Intonation to determine statement versus question.

Syllable stress to determine part of speech

Groups will share with the whole group the strategies they think would work best for this listening.

Students will  use computers and headphones to individually take the grammar assessment test.

Wrightbrotherscloze http://lang.swarthmore.edu/cloze/Let's Fly_page.htm
Grammar questions will be addressed by the students as a group.

If time permits have the students go to this site and look at the paper airplane there. Have them fold this airplane and see how much farther it flies than the first ones they built.

http://www.zurqui.co.cr/crinfocus/paper/airplane.html
Lesson Extension:

This lesson can easily lead into writing about a variety of related subjects. One could have the student research other inventions and provide oral reports. This can be done individually or in teams.

Lesson by Rae Roberts

