Lesson Plan: 
What’s Your Sign?

Course: 
Reading/Writing

Level: 
Intermediate/advanced pre-university students

Function:
Describing people and personalities

Asking questions

Expressing opinions

Content: 
Vocabulary—astrological signs, personality descriptors

Grammar—WH-questions, conjunctions

Length:
90 minutes

Objective:
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to write a paragraph explaining why they agree/disagree with the personality characteristics associated with their zodiac signs.

Classroom setup: 
F2F, 2 students per computer, whiteboard or laptop & projector for teacher, in-room printer would be ideal

Assumptions:
Students have mastered Internet searching techniques and are comfortable using online dictionaries.  Students are comfortable writing in the class blog.

Anticipated problems:
Students may feel overwhelmed by the amount of new vocabulary on the astrology site.  Teacher will focus group on understanding the personality descriptors, and not struggling with the detailed interpretation of each sign.

Lesson Extensions:
Write a paragraph responding to one of the following questions in the class blog: (assuming I’ve created a blog site)
1 – Would you use astrology to guide your decisions? Why or why not?
2 – What do you think has the greatest influence on someone’s personality?

Another idea: If the class enjoys crosswords, have teams create a list of personality trait vocabulary and definitions to be input into an EclipseCrossword.  Teams exchange crossword puzzles.

	Procedures
	Objectives
	Material
	Description
	Interaction
	Timing

	Pre-class homework
	Start thinking about the lesson topic

Look up a 2 new vocabulary words
	Handout: What Sign Are You? (attached on p. 3)

Website: http://www.astrology-online.com/persn.htm 

Website: www.m-w.com
	Students look up their zodiac signs and summarize positive and negative characteristics 
	S
	20-30 min before class

	Warm-up
	Introduce idea of astrology and zodiac signs
	Simplified zodiac wheel projected or drawn on board
	Students write their names and  birth dates next to their signs on zodiac wheel

Ask whether students felt their zodiac signs matched their personalities
	T>S

S>T
	15 min

	Reading
	Understand the origins of astrology
	Website: http://www.britannica.com/ebc/article?tocId=9356010&query=astrology&ct= 

Website: http://www.chicagotribune.com/features/horoscopes/ or www.yahoo.com 
	Teacher introduces key vocabulary

Teacher posts gist questions

Individual students read article and answer gist questions

Students check answers with each other

Teacher and students review comprehension questions 

Look at today’s horoscope for your sign—do you think this is accurate?
	T>S

S

S>S
	30 min

	Crossword
	Practice with new vocabulary
	Handout: Zodiac Crossword (attached on p. 4)

Ideally, I’d have this uploaded to the class site so students could complete it online.
	Pairs work on completing crossword together
	S>S
	10-15 min

	Partner interview and Paragraph Writing
	Use correct WH-question 

Express agreement and disagreement
	WH-questions and sample opinion statements on board
	Pairs ask each other what they learned about their zodiac signs and whether they think the personality descriptions are accurate

Teacher models some opinions
	S>S
	30 min

	Post-class homework
	Use the vocabulary and sentence constructions in real-world conversations
	Handout: Interview Guidelines
	Students interview roommate or conversation partner about his/her opinion of zodiac signs.  Students write notes of responses.
	S>S
	30 min after class



Name:


Date:

Homework Handout: What Sign Are You?
In the next lesson we will learn new vocabulary that describes people and personalities.

Your personality is the collection of behaviors and emotions that make you unique.

To prepare for this lesson, you will research what your date of birth says about your personality. 

YOUR ASSIGNMENT:

1 - Complete the chart below with information found on the astrology website.

http://www.astrology-online.com/persn.htm
· Find the zodiac sign associated with your date of birth. 

· Write down three positive and three negative characteristics for this sign

Your teacher’s information is shown as an example.  

Fill out the same kind of information for yourself.

	Date of birth
	Zodiac Sign
	Positive Characteristics

(traditional traits)
	Negative Characteristics

(on the dark side)

	August 20
	Leo
	Generous

Creative

Enthusiastic
	Pompous

Bossy

Dogmatic 

	
	
	
	


2 - Look up the definitions of two characteristics that were new words to you in an online dictionary. www.m-w.com.  Rewrite the definitions in your own words below.

Word:

Word:

Crossword Puzzle: Zodiac Signs

Use the clues below to fill in letters of words from today’s lesson.

Across

3.
an astrological forecast

5.
an imaginary band in the heavens divided into 12 constellations

10.
this sign is also known as the scales

12.
a person born under this sign can be adaptable, versatile, and communicative

13.
a person born under this sign can be determined, forceful, and emotional

14.
a distinguishing quality

16.
the zodiac sign for birth dates between August 22 and September 23

17.
interpreting the influence of stars and planets on earthly affairs and human destinies

18.
this sign is also known as the bull

Down

1.
this sign is also known as the water carrier

2.
the characteristics that distinguish an individual

4.
the zodiac sign for birth dates between February 20 and March 20

6.
a person born under this sign can be practical, ambitious, and patient

7.
a belief or practice resulting from ignorance, fear of the unknown, trust in magic or chance

8.
this sign is also known as the crab

9.
the zodiac sign for birth dates between March 21 and April 20

11.
a person born under this sign can be optimistic, jovial, and honest

15.
this sign is also known as the lion
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